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Terry Penza Receives Illinois Association of REALTORS® 

Distinguished Service Award

SPRINGFIELD, Ill. – Terese “Terry” Penza, CAE, RCE, president and chief operating officer of the North-Shore Barrington Association of REALTORS® in Northbrook, was named a recipient of the Illinois Association of REALTORS® (IAR) 2005 Distinguished Service Award. The award honors individuals who have provided outstanding contributions and service to IAR and their local communities. Penza received the award August 10 at the IAR Business Meetings in Itasca.


“It would be difficult to find someone more committed to the REALTOR® family than Terry Penza. She is a recognized leader in REALTOR® education and management nationwide,” said John Veneris, CRB, CRS, president of the Illinois Association of REALTORS®.


A resident of Vernon Hills, Penza started her career in real estate 34 years ago as a REALTOR® with her family’s firm, Vince Penza, REALTORS® in Jacksonville, Ill. That same year in 1971 she served as secretary of the Jacksonville Board of REALTORS® and has been involved in local board leadership every since.

Before becoming the top executive for the North-Shore Barrington Association in 1986, she held similar association management posts as executive and vice president of the Belleville Board of REALTORS®, Alton-Wood River Board of REALTORS®, and the Danville Area Board of REALTORS®. She earned the Certified Association Executive (CAE) designation from the American Society of Association Executives in 1986.
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Penza has been involved on the state REALTOR® Association for 31 years and has played an integral role in REALTOR® technology innovations, professional development and Illinois REALTOR® magazine. She helped create IAR’s housing statistics reporting program, which has issued statewide home sales and media price data since 1991. She has chaired IAR’s Executive Officer’s Committee and Technology Working Group and held posts on IAR’s Convention, Spring Conference, Finance, Strategic Planning and Professional Standards committees. She currently serves on the Association Executives and Professional Standards committees. And she is a Sterling “R” contributor to the REALTORS® Political Action Committee (giving $1,000 to $4,999).

Penza was in the first class to earn the REALTOR® Association Certified Executive (RCE) designation from the National Association of REALTORS® (NAR) in 1991. She was also in the first class to receive the Bud Smith Leadership Award.  Involved nationally since 1979, she has served on the NAR RCE Certification Board, Association Executives Committee, Association Institute Advisory Board, Equal Opportunity Committee, plus a term as Governor of the NAR Executive Officer’s Institute.

“Terry has been a driver for professionalism and excellence in training for REALTOR® association managers and has been able to give back to her community,” said Veneris in his presentation. Penza has served on the Oakton Community College Real Estate Advisory Board, as deputy registrar for Lake County, active in her church and on many local women’s organizations and charities.

Also receiving the 2005 IAR Distinguished Service Award were Winnie Stortzum of Boyd Real Estate, Inc., in Arcola, and Jack Potter of Century 21 MAC United in Waukegan.


The Illinois Association of REALTORS® is a voluntary trade association whose 55,000 members are engaged in all facets of the real estate industry. In addition to serving the professional needs of its members, the Illinois Association of REALTORS® works to protect the rights of private property owners in the state by recommending and promoting legislation that safeguards and advances the rights of real property ownership.
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